
Beyond –  Sixth Form Music

Who runs the activity?

There are 32 music teachers in the department, some of whom teach curriculum music, some 

teach individual instrumental and singing lessons, and many run the musical activities which 

take place before school, at lunchtime or after school. The Director of Music, Helena Rakowski, 

organises lessons, concerts and other performances, with the help of the Assistant Director, 

Helen Coad, the Heads of Section – Penny Grant, singing; Miranda Walton, strings; Paul Foster, 

wind and brass; Elizabeth Dickens, keyboard – as well as the other music teachers, who each 

have their own particular interests and strengths. All the Music Department staff are very 

encouraging and enthusiastic! Some groups are also run by Sixth Form students. 

Helena Rakowski, Director of Music

What’s on offer?

Sixth Form musicians have the opportunity to 
participate in a huge number of diverse musical 
activities. Whether you have had no previous 
musical experiences, or you are used to 
dedicating many hours each week to musical 
activity there will be something for you, whatever 
your taste and ability. Groups may be auditioned 
or non-auditioned, some are joint with Abingdon 
and other schools and there is the opportunity of 
participating in tours abroad, or running your 
own group! 

What do students say?

“The Music Department is welcoming, diverse  
and motivating.” 

“The orchestra tours to Paris and Spain were both 
really fun trips and provided a variety of performing 
opportunities as well as getting to know other people 
in different years and making new friends.” 

“I love the music at St Helen’s because it gives me  
a chance to be involved in the whole community  
of the School.” 

“The Music Department at St Helen’s has enabled me 
to develop my musical skills in a friendly environment, 
allowed me to mix with students from other year 
groups and has always encouraged me to challenge 
myself to hone my skills.” 

Recent highlights

• Sixth Form students took starring roles on stage and in the band for the fabulous  
production of Fiddler on the Roof, joint with Abingdon School.

• Camerata won the Gwen Archer Cup for best instrumental ensemble.

• Sixth Form music scholars performed various concerto movements with school  
orchestras and bands over the course of the year.

• Member of Chapel Choir took part in a choral choral workshop at Radley College.


